
 

 

Saint Matthew’s 

Episcopal 

Church 

Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost, July 12, 2020 

9:30 a.m. 

 
Prelude: “Mind Set on Jesus”   by Mavis Staples  

 

Gather Hymn:  “Here I Am to Worship”    by Tim Hughes 
 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes let me see 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You 

 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

And You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

Verse 2 

King of all days 

Oh so highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created 

All for love's sake became poor 



 

Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People: And blessed be God’s kingdom for ever. Amen  

Collect  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Kyrie   

Lord have mercy.  

Christ have mercy. 

 Lord have mercy.  

Collect of the Day   

Let us pray 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that 

they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 

power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from Romans 8:1-11  

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life 

in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 



requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 

of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 

the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn: “Thy Word”    by Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith 

 

Chorus 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

 

Verse 1 

When I feel afraid 

And I think I've lost my way 

Still You're there right beside me 

Nothing will I fear 

As long as You are near 

Please be near me to the end 

 

Verse 2 

I will not forget 

Your love for me and yet 

My heart forever is wandering 

Jesus be my guide 

And hold me to Your side 

I will love You to the end           

 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

People Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 

to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 

were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 

with ears listen!” 

 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 

heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 

is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person 

has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon          Bud Holland  

The Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of 

one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 



Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People  

In the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers.  

We bid your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop 

Michael, our Bishop Daniel, and for the leaders and ministers of our parish. Pray for the 

church.  

We bid your prayers for the well-being of all people and nations; remembering our 

president, the Congress of the United States, Governors of our States, and Heads of the 

nations that they may lead wisely in this dangerous time and care deeply for the Common 

Good of the people of the earth committed to their care. Pray for health and peace on the 

earth.  

We bid your prayers for those who live alone and those who are isolated from family 

members, for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed, and the sick. We especially ask healing 

and strength for June, Margaret, Brian, Dorothea, Lou, Ernie, Millie Graf, Ryan Mellor, 

Calmie Cerino, Elisabeth Neu, and Hunter Ricciardi. And others we name in the silence.  

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all essential workers; 

grocery workers, doctors, nurses, nursing assistants, administrators, food workers, cleaning 

staff, clerks and all others who serve in hospitals, medical offices, retirement centers and 

testing centers. We also pray for the researchers who are working to develop new 

medicines and vaccines to fight Covid-19.  

We bid your prayers as we now consider how most safely and wisely to re-enter into more 

normal church life on our parish campus.  

We bid your prayer for God’s grace and guidance for “first responders” and law 

enforcement officers in our communities, as well as those on active duty in our military 

services; especially Alex Oliver, Evan Farren, Andrew Pascuzzi, Steven Masker, Connor 

Kreston, Jon Clark, Chris Fanizzi, Kyle Beck, Jaime Johnstonbaugh, Justin Miller, 

Michael Selner, and their families. Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  

We bid your prayers for those who have died.  



We pray in the day this crisis abates, that we will be ready to face a changed world with 

hope and new vision, because during this time we have followed your Holy Spirit step by 

step, responding in joyful obedience to your daily guidance.  

O Lord, you have blessed Saint Matthew’s with wonderful priests who have led our 

congregation to share your love and serve you unselfishly. Lord, you promise to be with 

us, to help us, and to guide us always. We ask that you guide our discernment as we 

consider candidates for our next Rector. Amen 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. Leader and People  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known 

and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Absolution Almighty God, have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

you in eternal life. Amen.  

Peace 

 

Offertory Hymn: 490 v: 1,3   ”I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  

 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain 

In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, lord Jesus. 

 

3 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. 

 



The Great Thanksgiving  

Eucharistic Prayer A  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  For you are the source of light and life, you made 

us in your image and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.  

The people stand or kneel.  

Then the Celebrant continues  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Celebrant and People  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.  

 



The Celebrant continues  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen.  

An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive 

You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were 

already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

“This prayer is an ancient prayer of the Church. Its old forms can be found in St. Augustine’s Prayer 

book, and in every Intercession Paper of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament. At this time of the 

Virus when we cannot be physically present, is can become a way to receive a spiritual communion as we 

watch a living streaming Mass.”  

Blessing 

The Blessing of God Almighty: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you now and always.  

Amen. 

Parish Announcements   

Service Hymn: 390 v: 1,2,4    “How Great the Mystery of Faith”  

1 How great the mystery of faith, 

how deep the purposes of God, 

in birth and ageing, life and death, 

unveiled, yet never understood! 

2 Attracted by life's deepest claim 

we wait, assembled in this place, 

with needs and hopes we cannot name, 

athirst for healing, truth, and grace. 

 



4 Come, walk among us, Holy Friend, 

as all are gathered and prepared, 

that scattered lives may meet and mend 

through open Word and table shared. 

 

 

Please join us immediately after the service for Virtual Coffee Hour. We will gather for 

conversation and fellowship via a Zoom meeting. Grab a cup of coffee, and we’ll see you 

there!  

If you join the Virtual Coffee Hour using the link in our e-mails, or on the 

website/Facebook, no password will be necessary. Otherwise, please use the information 

below:  

Meeting ID: 876-0636-9866, password: coffee 

Phone Dial In Number: 1.929.205.6099 (then enter the Meeting ID when prompted)  

 


