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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant says the following:
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus
passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover
of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments,
we share in his victory over death.
Let us pray. O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people
the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this
Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we
may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN.
After the blessing of the new fire, the celebrant and youth say the following over the Paschal
candle
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Christ yesterday and today,
the beginning and the end,
Alpha and Omega,
all time belongs to him,
and all the ages,
to him be glory and power,
through every age and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant and youth then say the following while inserting the incense and nails
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

By his holy
and glorious wounds
may Christ our Lord
guard us
and keep us. Amen.
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The Priest lights the candle from the new fire, saying
May the Light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and
minds.
Candles are lit and the light of Christ is distributed to the people.
Procession The Paschal candle is then carried to its place, pausing three times as is
said
The Light of Christ
People Thanks be to God.

The Exultet
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let your trumpets shout salvation
for the victory of our mighty King.
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your
honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the
Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his
light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word Please be seated
Celebrant

Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he
saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will
bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
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Old Testament

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I
answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the Lord."
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to
its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.
Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken and will act," says the Lord.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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New Testament

Romans 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be
enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ,
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the
life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descending from heaven, came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became
like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples, ‘He had been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message
for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to
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tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they
will see me.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Rodney Roehner

The Nicene Creed (all standing)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
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He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Eucharistic Prayer D
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone
are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them
with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your
radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day;
and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.
Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we
acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,
Celebrant and People
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole
world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule
and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to
our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to
hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed
the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave,
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and
rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe,
to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the
sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father,
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at
supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
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Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and
ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to
you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you
and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy
gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed
by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it
in peace.
Remember Bp. Daniel, Fr. Rodney, and all who minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, the leaders of this nation and state, our local
communities, this parish family of St. Matthew’s and our school, and all
those who seek your truth.
Remember those who suffer from any grief, sickness, or trouble.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith
is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.
9

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary,
with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, especially Blessed Matthew our patron,
and martyrs, all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We
praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Celebrant then faces the People while elevating the Sacrament and says
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Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.
People Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, but
say the word only, and my soul shall be healed.

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.
All
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant says the following blessing
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among, and remain with you
always Amen.
Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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