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Processional Hymn   The Strife Is O’er           ’82 Hymnal – 208 

Antiphon Alleluia Alleluia Alleluia! 

1. The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! Antiphon 

2. The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! Antiphon 

5. Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee, 
from death's dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live and sing to thee. 
Alleluia! Antiphon 

Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People         The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant continues with the Collect of Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria              ’82 Hymnal – S 280 
 
Glory to God in the highest,                                                          
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 
People      Amen. 
 

The Lessons   Please be seated 
 

First Reading                                      Acts 3:12-19 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence 
of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in 
his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and 
the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
all of you. And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
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rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that 
his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may 
be wiped out.” 
 
                The Word of the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 4 (read responsively by whole verse) 

1   Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
          you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
          have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2   "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
          how long will you worship dumb idols 
          and run after false gods?" 

3    Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 
          when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

4   Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
          speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5   Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
          and put your trust in the Lord. 

6   Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
          Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

7   You have put gladness in my heart, * 
          more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8   I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
          for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
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Second Reading                                    I John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. 

       The Word of the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn           Christ Is Alive!               ’82 Hymnal –182 
 

1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
His love in death shall never die. 

 
2. Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 
he comes to claim the here and now 
and conquer every place and time. 

5.Christ is alive! His Spirit burns 
through this and every future age, 

till all creation lives and learns 
his joy, his justice, love, and praise. 

Gospel                             Luke 24:36b-48 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
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Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said 
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at 
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and 
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, 
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

        
       The Gospel of the Lord. 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon (seated)         Rev. Rodney Roehner  
 

Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
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        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People – Form I 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have 
mercy." 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of 
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, for the 
protection and relief of persecuted Christians, and for the unity of all peoples, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Daniel our Bishop, for Rodney our priest; and for all the clergy and people, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Joseph our President, Thomas our Governor, for the leaders of Montgomery 
and Bucks Counties; for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this town of Maple Glen; for every city and community, and for those who live 
in them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
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For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve 
it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering, especially Terry, Carol, Edward, Dick, Karen, Lou, June, Margaret, 
Constance, Priscilla, Bob, Kathy, Nancy, Doris, Joe, Ava, Greg, Patrick, Jeryl and 
all those with the coronavirus; let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this parish of St. Matthew’s and our school, for those celebrating their birthdays 
and wedding anniversaries; that we may serve God faithfully, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
For all first responders, health care workers, and law enforcement, especially Jamie; 
for those who serve our nation in the armed forces, especially Steven, Jonathan, 
Kyle, Justin, Zack and their families, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners 
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the Communion of the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Matthew, our patron, 
and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our Lord. To you, O Lord, our God. 
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General Confession 

Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All   Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive  you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace  (all stand) 

Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 

Announcements  

Offertory Hymn       Shepherd of Souls                   ’82 Hymnal – 343 

Eucharistic Prayer B  
 

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People         We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name. 
 

Sanctus – ’82 Hymnal – S 130  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.        

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-
Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Matthew, our patron, and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,      
and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.    

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant   Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem    Jesus, Lamb of God        ’82 Hymnal – S 164 

The Celebrant then faces the People while elevating the Sacrament and says 
 Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that takes away the sins of the world. 

Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
 

People  Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, but say 
the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Spiritual Communion – for those watching online 
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of the Church where your Blessed 
Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since 
I cannot at this time receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually 
into my soul. I unite myself unto you, and embrace you with all the affections of my 
heart. Let me never be separated from you. Let me live and die in your Love. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymn        Let All Mortal Flesh  ’82 Hymnal - 324 
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Post-Communion Prayer   
 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
All          Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says the following blessing 
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among, and remain with you always Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn             Come, Risen Lord           ’82 Hymnal - 305
      

1. Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest; 
no, let us be your guests and with you dine; 

at your own table now be manifest 
in your own sacrament of bread and wine. 

 
3. One body we, one body who partake, 

one church united in communion blessed; 
one name we bear, one bread of life we break, 
with all your saints on earth and saints at rest. 
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4. One with each other, Lord, and one in you, 
who are one Saviour and one living head; 

open our eyes to see with vision true; 
be known to us in breaking of the bread.  

 
Dismissal 
 
Celebrant    Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People         Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Announcements 

Feed the Hungry  

This Sunday is Feed the Hungry Sunday supporting the Saint John’s Norristown 
Feeding Ministry, Cecil and Grace Bean’s Soup Kitchen.  Envelopes can be found 
in the pews today, and on the 3rd Sunday of each month for contributions 
toward supporting this ministry.  If you would like credit for your donation on 
your contribution statements, please put your name and or pledge number on the 
envelope.  You can also donate online here.  Thank you! 

SPRING CELEBRATION! May 2, 2021:  celebrating the rebirth and renewal 
of Spring, along with the 50th anniversary of the groundbreaking for the original 
sanctuary.  

WHEN: May 2nd, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service through 
2:00 p.m.  This is a “shine only” event, as it must take place outside.   

WHERE: On the lawn to the right of the parish hall.  

ACTIVITIES: A petting zoo, pony rides, a craft for children, live music 
from Barry’s Basement, fellowship and more!  

FOOD: St. Matthew’s will provide hamburgers (including veggie!) and hot 
dogs from our outdoor grill, along with all necessary paper 
products/utensils.  We will also have a Kona Water Ice truck on site from 
1:00 – 2:00 for the event!  Please bring your own drinks, and any other food 
items you desire for yourself and your family. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1645637
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SAFETY: As with all in-person activities, masks, social distancing and 
check-in are all required!  The check-in form can be completed online here 
(https://saintmattsec.org/covid19/). The form will also be available onsite 
May 2nd.  We will have hand sanitizing products available, and the buildings 
will be open to access restrooms.  Please feel free to bring chairs, blankets, 
etc. to claim an area to sit and relax. 

Lifelong Learning 

Sundays, 11:45 a.m. (new time!), Adult Lifelong Learning Forum 

We are continuing our study of the Gospel of Mark. This week, we will be 
focusing on Mark 12.  Please join us at 11:45 a.m. via Zoom for conversation and 
fellowship! 

Jon Clark & Karen Randall, Adult LLL Leaders  
 
Sunday School 
 
The Sunday school lesson for April - The Good Shepherd and the Lost Sheep-
-will be ready to view on Friday, April 23.  The take-home materials will also be 
available outside the doors to the lower parking lot on that day.  Please grab one, 
and then watch our lesson by heading to: https://tinyurl.com/saintmattscgs 
 
We know Sunday School is not the same without physically gathering together in 
the atria. It is our hope to gather outdoors in June. For April and May, we will 
continue our pre-recorded lessons to help you and your child on your journey of 
faith while we remain separated. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Group Schedule: Mondays 
  
Brighter days and warmer weather is upon us! As promised, our next group 
meeting will occur outdoors at Saint Matthew's tomorrow, Monday 4/19 
from 5:00 - 6:15 PM!  If you've been waiting to join us until we transition to in-

https://saintmattsec.org/covid19/
https://zoom.us/j/98376656289?pwd=QmFGa1AxRmpYc1NuLzNKbjNRalFtQT09
https://tinyurl.com/saintmattscgs
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person activities, now is the time! Together we'll build a bonfire, catch-up over 
roasted treats, and pray together before talking about the rest of the year ahead.  
 
Masks, physical distancing, and a check in form will be required for all attendees. 
You can fill out the form in advance if you'd like to. If you have never been to 
youth group before and are joining us for the first time, we can't wait to meet you!  
 

Dorothea Blenk Funeral & Interment 

The memorial service for Dorothea Blenk will be held on April 24, 2021 @ 11:00 
a.m. with interment immediately following in the St. Matthew’s Memorial Garden. 

 

Book Group 

The next book group gathering will be on Wednesday, April 21 @ 7:00 p.m. on 
Zoom.  Please email Nancy McElwee (nlmcelwee@yahoo.com) to be included in 
the link. Here are our book selections for the next few months: 

April - The Dutch House by Ann Patchett 
May - Firefly Lane by Kristin Hannah 
June - A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier 

 

Church Office 

Please note that the church office is CLOSED on Mondays.  On the other 
weekdays, you can reach someone by phone (215.646.4092, press #1 for the 
Parish Manager) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  If you need to stop 
by the church for any reason, please call first to arrange a time, or to make sure 
that someone is on site to let you in.  Thank you! 

 

 

https://wsg993mfuiq.typeform.com/to/SKegwAUj
mailto:nlmcelwee@yahoo.com

